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Suits blame 
PG&E 

for deadly 
north state 
wildfires 


m Law firms nationwide 
target the utility with claims 
that shoddy maintenance led 
to its power lines sparking 
blazes in windstorm. 


BY SAM STANTON 
sstanton@sacbee.com 


Law firms from across the 
country have begun preparing 
and filing suits against Pacific 
Gas & Electric Co., blaming 
the utility for October’s mas- 
sive firestorms and paving the 
way for what may result in 
billions of dollars in payouts if 
the company is found respon- 
sible. 

The first suits were filed in 
the week after the blazes 
erupted, and at least seven 
more were filed Tuesday in 
superior courts in San Fran- 
cisco, Napa and Sonoma 
counties by a team of five 
California law firms, includ- 
ing Sacramento’s Dreyer 
Babich Buccola Wood Cam- 
pora. 

Dreyer Babich previously 
sued PG&E over the 2010 
San Bruno gas explosion that 
killed eight people and the 
2015 Butte Fire that killed 
two people, destroyed 549 
homes and burned more than 
109 square miles, mostly in 
Calaveras County. 

Attorney Steve Campora 
said his firm expects to file at 
least five wrongful death suits 
in the fires in the future and 
that he anticipated additional 
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Sessions 
insists he 
told truth in 
Russia probe 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
AND SARI HORWITZ 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

Attorney General Jeff Ses- 
sions said Tuesday that he 
has “always told the truth” in 
describing his knowledge of 
Trump campaign contacts 
with Russians, although he 
acknowledged that he now 
recalls an interaction with a 
lower-level adviser to Donald 
Trump who said he told Ses- 
sions about contacts who 
could help arrange a meeting 
between Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

When asked previously 
about whether he thought 
that surrogates from the 
Trump campaign had com- 
munications with the Rus- 
sians, Sessions said, “I did 
not, and I’m not aware of 
anyone else that did, and I 
don’t believe it happened.” 

Now, speaking before the 
House Judiciary Committee, 
Sessions said he recalled a 
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Tehama County gunman 
fired at schoolchildren 


| 


RANDALL BENTON rbenton@sacbee.com 


Two school officials embrace at Rancho Tehama Elementary School in Rancho Tehama Reserve in Corning on Tuesday. According to a 
Tehama County sheriff’s spokesman, a gunman shot and killed four victims, but there may be other victims related to the shooter. 


Rampage kills 4, wounds 10 as man with rifle, pistols 


roams elementary campus before police slay him 


BY RYAN SABALOW, ANITA CHABRIA 
AND DALE KASLER 


rsabalow@sacbee.com 


RANCHO TEHAMA RESERVE 
he sound of gunfire 
was in the air, and 
school officials ordered 
an immediate lock- 

down. Their decision most like- 

ly prevented what was already a 

deadly rampage in this rural 

hamlet southwest of Red Bluff 
from becoming a bloodbath on 
the scale of Sandy Hook in Con- 
necticut. 

Apparently infuriated by a 
long-standing dispute with 
neighbors, a gunman armed 
with a semi-automatic rifle and 
two handguns shot four people 
to death in the tiny community 
of Rancho Tehama Reserve 
early Tuesday. Clad in a mil- 
itary-style assault vest capable 
of storing multiple rounds of 
ammunition, the man wounded 
at least 10 others before officers 
rammed into the stolen vehicle 
he was driving, shot him and 
killed him. 

The Tehama Sheriff’s Office 
said the number of fatalities 
might grow. Assistant Sheriff 
Phil Johnston said officials are 
worried because they’ve had 
trouble locating several of the 
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Sheriff’s investigators work at the Rancho Tehama Elementary 
School. Witnesses say the gunman fired if he spotted them. 


gunman’s relatives. 

As bad as the spree was, John- 
ston said he was thankful it 
wasn’t worse. Although two 
young boys were shot in the 
early morning rampage, in- 
cluding one inside Rancho Te- 
hama Elementary School, the 
assistant sheriff said no stu- 
dents or teachers were killed. 
He credited school officials with 
locking down the campus with- 
out even waiting for the custom- 
ary notification from the Sher- 


iff’s Office. 


The incident “could have 


been so much worse if it wasn’t 
for the quick thinking (of) staff 


at our elementary school,” 


Johnston said at a late afternoon 
news conference. “He couldn’t 


make access to any of the 


rooms; they were locked. ... This 


saved countless lives.” 
Multiple sources told The 


Sacramento Bee that the dead 
suspect was Kevin Janson Neal, 


43. 


Johnston refused to confirm 
the identification, pending noti- 
fication of family members. But 
he said one of the fatalities was 
a woman who lived near the 
suspect and was the victim of a 
late January assault that ended 
with the suspect in jail. Johnston 
added that he believed the sus- 
pect was slapped with a re- 
straining order following the 
January arrest that would have 
prevented him from owning 
firearms for at least a period of 
time, although he had no details 
on that. 

Neal was initially jailed in late 
January in the assault case and 
was being held on $160,000 
bail, according to the Red Bluff 
Daily News. In April the District 
Attorney’s Office charged him 
with assaulting a second wom- 
an, also in late January, accord- 
ing to Tehama Superior Court 
records. 

Gregg Cohen, the Tehama 
district attorney, told The Bee 
that his office was prosecuting 
Neal on charges related to a 
stabbing and assault with a 
deadly weapon involving two of 
his neighbors. 

Johnston said the gunman 
had one and possibly two rifles 
during the spree, including one 
that “appears to be an AR-type 
weapon,” as well as two hand- 
guns. He was wearing the type 
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Shooting locations 
Some of the locations in the Rancho 
Tehama shooting rampage: 

1. Shooting begins: Fawn Lane at 
Bobcat Lane around 8 a.m. Tuesday. 
2. Shooting location: Corner of 
Stagecoach and Oak Park roads. 

3. Rancho Tehama Elementary 
School: One student wounded. 

4. Two shot in pickup truck: Rancho 
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